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I.—THE GENEVA CONFERENCE ON THE ABOLITION OF 
TRADE PROHIBITIONS AND RESTRICTIONS. 


CONFERENCE opened at Geneva on October 17th to discuss the 

draft of a Convention for the abolition of import and export prohi- 
bitions and restrictions. To this conference the British Government 
attaches ‘‘ enormous importance,’’ to use the words of one of the British 
delegates, and a reference to the events which have led up to its being 
held will explain why this is so. Ever since the first year after the 
conclusion of the war efforts have been made by representative bodies 
such as the International Chamber of Commerce, to stir the States of 
Europe to take action towards eliminating the hindrances to inter- 
national trade such as are afforded by the imposition of import and 
export prohibitions and restrictions. At its congresses in Paris in 1920, 
in London in 1921, and in Rome in 1923, resolutions were passed recom- 
mending the abolition of these prohibitions and restrictions, while in 
1924 and 1925 the Council of the Chamber came to similar decisions. 
Furthermore, import and export prohibitions were categorically con- 
demned by resolutions of the Brussels Financial Conference of 1920, 
the Porto Rosa Conference of 1921, the Geneva Conference of 1922, and 
the Geneva Conference on Customs Formalities of 1923. In fact, the 
last-named resulted in a Convention for the Simplification of Customs 
Formalities which included a general undertaking to limit prohibitions 
and restrictions as far as possible. The matter was taken up by the 
Economic Committee of the League of Nations, and on September 25th, 
1924, the Assembly passed a resolution calling upon the Council to in- 
struct the Economic Committee to “consider the possibility and 
expediency of an agreement between States Members of the League 
and States non-Members, with a view to the final suppression of import 
and export prohibitions and restrictions.” This resolution was referred 
to the Economic Committee on September 29th, with a request that 
proposals with regard to the matter should be submitted at the earliest 
possible date. The Secretary-General accordingly circularised the 
principal States of the world, asking them to furnish him with inform- 
ation such as would enable the Economic Committee to begin its study 
of the question, and within three months no fewer than twenty-eight 
States had responded. From their replies it was clear that the Assembly’s 
resolution had come at an opportune moment and that the ground was 
already well prepared for its reception. In spite of considerable differ- 
ences of opinion as to the means to be employed, the support given to 
the principle of abolition of restrictions was almost unanimous, and the 
Committee was accordingly able to report to the Council on June roth, 
1925, that it believed there was sufficient ground for considering that 
that particular method of impeding international commerce was “ ripe 
for an effort at international limitation.” 

In September, 1925, the Committee proposed to the Council that 
this second enquiry should be held, and at the same time submitted to 
it the Preliminary Draft Agreement, which is the one which has been 
under discussion at the Conference at Geneva. Copies of this Agreement 
were forwarded to all the States interested in October, 1925, with a 
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request that they should study it and submit to the Committee their 
observations thereon, and throughout the following year, replies were 
received from no less than thirty-six countries, as well as from the 
International Chamber of Commerce, the International Agricultural 
Institute, and the International Parliamentary Conference on Commerce. 
These showed complete unanimity as to the desirability of a return to 
the pre-war system as regards prohibitions and restrictions, which were, 
in general, held to be justified only in exceptional circumstances. Certain 
States, however, maintained that it would be unjust entirely to condemn 
the system of restrictions, which had undoubtedly rendered valuable 
service, and which, in their view, was less objectionable than a system 
of blockade by means of prohibitive tariffs. 

It will readily be seen, therefore, that the Conference was not decided 
upon without adequate preparation of the ground being done beforehand. 
In fact, the Draft Convention, which the delegates at Geneva had before 
them did no more than transform into a definite undertaking a principle 
already accepted by all the States which signed the agreement for the 
simplification of Customs Formalities in 1923—an agreement which has 
been ratified by twenty-six Governments. 

The principle once accepted, what is of importance now is the form 
which the specific undertaking will take, and the extent of the difference 
to international trade which the removal of restrictions will make. The 
two considerations are very much bound up together, because the question 
of the form of undertaking adopted—assuming that the Conference 
achieves what it set out to do—will very largely determine the quantity 
and character of the prohibitions and restrictions which are removed. 

In order to make this clear it will be necessary to refer to the Articles 
of the Draft Convention. Article 4 provides that the following classes 
of prohibitions and restrictions shall not be prohibited by the Agreement : 
(1) Those having in view national defence, public safety or order; (2) 
Those issued on grounds of public health ; (3) Those having in view the 
protection of animals and plants against disease, etc. ; (4) Those imposed 
for moral or humanitarian reasons or for the suppression of improper 
traffic ; (5) Those issued for the protection of national treasures of 
artistic, historical or archeological value ; (6) Those intended to protect 
industrial, literary or artistic property and to prevent unfair competition 
in regard to the false marking or appellation or origin ; (7) Those imposed 
for the purpose of extending to imported goods measures of control 
equivalent or analogous to those applying to home products of the same 
kind ; (8) Those applied to articles which in the interior of the country 
are subject to State monopoly ; (9) Those established in pursuance of 
international conventions regulating the traffic in arms, opium, or other 
forms of trade, which give rise to dangers or abuses, or relating to methods 
of unfair competition ; and (10) Those applicable to coins, gold, silver, 
currency notes or securities. 

Article 5 is in some respects even more important, and has been the 
subject of serious diversions of opinion on the part of the States concerned. 
It provides that nothing in the Agreement shall affect the nght of any 
State to take on importation or exportation all necessary measures to 
meet extraordinary and abnormal circumstances, and éo protect the vital 
econoniic and financial interests of the State, but stipulates that any pro- 
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hibitions or restrictions imposed in cases of exceptional necessity should 
not be made an arbitrary means of protecting national products or of 
discriminating against any other contracting State. 


It will be seen that upon the spirit in which the provisions of these 
Articles are interpreted will depend the reality or otherwise of the change 
that it is proposed to effect. This can best be illustrated by a reference 
to specific cases of some of the prohibitions and restrictions on exports 
and imports which it is desired to remove. More than one Central 
European country, for instance, has entirely prohibited the import of 
luxury goods, with the laudable object of correcting a serious adverse 
trade balance, but it is evident that the question as to what articles 
should or should not come under the description of “ luxury goods ” 
opens up possibilities of unequal discrimination between the goods of 
one country as against another, especially when, as is sometimes the case, 
import of certain articles is permitted under licence. 


In dealing with cases such as this, it is obvious that the decisions of 
the Conference can have little bearing on the application of the regulations 
imposed by any particular State, under cover of the two Articles quoted 
above ; the value of the Convention, if adopted by the majority of the 
States represented at Geneva, will be in the fact that its signature will 
pledge them to do everything possible to act in accordance with the 
principle therein laid down, as to the abolition of all restrictions being 
the ideal to be aimed at. 


In France, and in Spain also, restrictions have recently been imposed 
on the import of coal. Here, again, the Governments concerned may be 
in a position to show that some artificial support of the native coal 
mining industry is not a consideration of merely economic importance, 
but one affecting the vital interests of the State. Their adherence to 
the principles of the Convention, however, would be an earnest of their 
determination to remove the restrictions in question as soon as possible, 
instead of retaining them as a means of making economic profit out of 
a situation which they believed—rightly or wrongly—to benefit them 
financially at the expense of their neighbours. 

Great Britain’s prohibition of the import of dyestuffs, except under 
licence, also had its origin in a situation which touched vitally the safety 
of the country. If it is decided that this situation has altered suff- 
ciently to change the measure into one of a purely economic character, 
there will presumably be complete readiness on the Government’s part 
to allow the law to die a natural death when it expires in 1930. And 
there are probably many other enactments of a similar nature in other 
European countries, which, though remaining in force for the present, 
will be allowed to disappear in the same way by all the States who pledge 
their adherence to the principle for which the Convention stands. 

On the other hand, there exist a large number of other prohibitions 
and restrictions over which differences of opinion must inevitably arise, 
as to whether they do or do not affect the vital interests of the State. 
The exports of nitrate from Chile and of rubber from the Straits Settle- 
ments have been restricted for reasons which might be deemed to be 
purely economic, whilst the practice of the U.S.A. in excluding bulbs 
from Holland is another instance of a trade restriction which might or 
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might not be considered as justified by the necessity of protecting plants 
from disease. 

One of the greatest difficulties which confronted the delegates to the 
Conference arose from the fact that, the word “ economic ” having once 
been introduced into the provisions of Article 5 (laying down the right 
of States to protect their vital economic and financial interests) it was 
impossible to arrive at general agreement as to where the dividing line 
came between the “ vitally ’’ economic and merely economic interests. 
Article 7 of the Convention provides for reference to the Hague Court of 
International Justice in cases of dispute, but Japan and other countries 
maintained that the State itself was alone capable of judging what was 
or was not of vital economic interest to it. These difficulties are pointed 
out in order to make it clear that by adopting the draft Convention, the 
Conference can do little to bring about an early change in the situation 
as regards the prohibitions and restrictions now in force. All that it can 
do is to give form to and set on record the sincere intention of the majority 
of the commercial countries of the world to follow a policy of freeing trade 
from such restrictions—outside those inherent in customs tariffs—as are 
not justified by exceptional conditions. For this reason, the British 
delegates worked for the adoption of a Convention capable of attracting 
the largest possible number of adherents, rather than for one which allowed 
the minimum number of exceptions under Articles 4 and 5 quoted above. 
They felt that it was more important that the Conference should agree 
on some form of concerted action than that any specific provisions, 
narrowing down the exceptions, should be adopted, since the latter would 
in any case be the subject of differences in interpretation. This view 
was not shared by the German, French, and Italian representatives, who 
wished for the greatest possible limitation of the exceptions figuring in 


Articles 4 and 5. 


See also Chronology under League of Nations. 


II.—SOME EXAMPLES OF IMPORT AND EXPORT RESTRICTIONS 


HE imposition of the import and export prohibitions and restrictions 
at present in force—which are not to be confused with customs 
barriers of any kind—was in nearly every case due to the exceptional 
conditions obtaining immediately after the war, and with the disappear- 
ance of these conditions and a return to general financial stability it was 
intended that the restrictions should automatically disappear. Many of 
the more important prohibitions of export and import have been re- 
moved during the past two or three years, and commercial treaties, such 
as that concluded between Great Britain and Germany on December 
2nd, 1924, have provided for the elimination of as many as possible of 
these obstacles to trade between two particular countries. But there 
still exist in France, Germany and other countries prohibitions of export 
and import on a great many articles, as the following list will show :— 
1.—FRANCE. Export of the following is prohibited :— 
Cattle (with few exceptions), fresh and frozen meat; hides and 
skins, including sheepskins; bones; milk; wheat; barley; 
oats; rye; malt and several other cereals; bran; oatmeal ; 
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bread ; dry vegetables; potatoes (except new); timber (rough 
and sawn, except of small dimensions) ; rags; bulbs; coal tar; 
scrap iron and copper; nicotine ; many chemical products; and 
several other lesser known articles. In some cases export of 
limited quantities is permitted under licence. 

Import of the following is prohibited :— 
Vintage grapes; figs and dates (for wine making); pepper ; 
tobacco; vine plants and cuttings; liqueurs; alcohol; petrol 
for lighting purposes; medicines (with few exceptions); and 
clock and watch parts. In addition, the import of coal, coke 
and briquettes from Germany is prohibited except under the 
Reparations Scheme and the Dawes Plan. 

II.—GERMANY. Export of the following is prohibited :— 

Hides and skins; bones; horn; coal; coke; briquettes; coal 
tar; scrap iron, and bar iron for re-melting. Licences are, 
however, issued for limited quantities of some of the above. 

Import of the following is prohibited :— 
Plants (specified kinds) ; fir and pine seeds; coal; coke; peat 
and artificial fuels made therefrom ; lead oxide, red lead ; calcium 
cyanamide ; raw aluminium ; margarine ; artificial fats ; cement; 
celluloid. Limited quantities of certain of the above are allowed 
in under licence. In addition, special import restrictions are 
imposed on all articles from Poland. 

IIJ—ITALY. Export of the following is prohibited : 

Cattle; wheat; rice; tobacco; timber; hides; waste hemp; 
scrap metals; oak sleepers, etc. 

Import of the following is prohibited :— 
Fresh eggs; wine; liqueurs; cotton; wool; and silk piece 
goods (except under licence) ; carpets (except oriental) ; motor 
cars; sulphur; glass and crystal ware (with exceptions) ; fur- 
niture; soap and perfumery; pianos; fans; coral; mother- 
of-pearl, etc. 








It should be added that Italy has signed commercial agreements with Great 
Britain, France, the U.S.A., Canada and other countries under the terms of 
which the import of motor cars, and certain other articles is permitted. 
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III.—CHRONOLOGY. 
Abyssinia. 

October 24th.—The Court of Enquiry set up to investigate the case of the 
attack on the British caravan in Abyssinian territory last June when on 
its way tojoin the Maharao of Kutch and Sir Geoffrey Archer, gave its decision. 
The Court awarded 25,000 dollars to the British (1 dollar = 2/-). Nothing 
was awarded to the Abyssinians. 


Albania. 


October 14th.—Assassination of Albanian Minister in Prague. (See Czecho- 


slovakia.) 
October 20th.—The Cabinet resigned. 
October 25th.—The Cabinet was reconstructed. The previous Ministers 


of Public Works and Justice were not included. 


Austria. 

October 12th.—The Finance Minister introduced the Budget for 1928, in 
which he anticipated a deficit of £4,500,000, owing to the need of providing 
funds for productive work estimated to cost £5,600,000. He stated that this 
expenditure would be covered in great part by a new foreign loan. 


Bulgaria. 
October 17th.—Brush between frontier sentries and Komitajis in Yugo- 


slavia. (See Yugoslavia.) 

October 18th.—In the Sobranye the debate was opened on the decree 
establishing martial law in the Departments of Petritch and Kustendil. The 
Socialist Leader, M. Pastoukhoff, protested against the description of the 
Macedonian Revolutionaries as brigands, and declared that his party main- 
tained that Macedonia should belong to Macedonians. M. Liaptcheff, the 
Prime Minister, condemned outrages of every kind which, he said, would 
not provide a remedy, whatever the rights and wrongs of the case. 

October 25th.—Two attacks were made by Agraro-Communist refugees 
on the Bulgarian frontier in the Departments of Kustendil and Petritch. 
They were repulsed by the Bulgarian posts. 

The Sobranye voted its approval of the Government’s action in imposing 
martial law in the two Departments of Kustendil and Petritch. 


Chile. 


October 23vd.—Signor Alessandri, former President of Chile, left for 
Buenos Aires at the request of the Ibanez Government. This followed on 
a demonstration made in his favour at Santiago. 


China. 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 
Shanghai. 

October 22nd.—The kidnapping of wealthy Chinese in the International 
Settlement was stated to be causing great alarm, and to be embarrassing the 
Settlement authorities. The Chinese themselves were said to be afraid to 
lay information for fear of reprisals; meanwhile the Communist General 
Labour Union was carrying on vigorous propaganda causing serious unrest 
among mill hands and coolie labour generally. A secret meeting of mill 
hand leaders passed a resolution demanding the organization of a special 
assassination corps for the murder of all reactionaries. 

The Peking Government. 

October 12th.—The Shansi forces were reported to have evacuated Kalgan, 
but the advance of the Ankuochun troops was stated to be delayed by the 
damaged condition of the Peking-Kalgan Railway. 
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On the Peking-Hankow Railway front a general retirement of the Shansi 
forces was stated to be in progress. In Peking it was rumoured that Yen 
Hsi-shan would soon be suing for peace, but that Chang Tso-lin was not 
desirous of replacing him, provided he dissociated himself from his Southern 
connections. 

A message from Paotingfu stated that Chang Hsueh-liang, Chang Tso-lin’s 
son, had captured thirty guns, 10,000 rifles and great quantities of munitions, 
etc., from the Shansi troops. 

October 14th.—The Ankuochun forces were reported to be advancing along 
the Taiyuen Railway towards the main pass on the Shansi border (this railway 
connects Taiyuen in Shansi with the Peking-Hankow Railway at Shihchiach- 
wang.) Operations were stated to have been delayed by flying columns from 
Shansi, who were coming through the passes west of Peking, in an attempt 
to create a diversion in the rear of the Ankuochun. 

Another Ankuochun column was stated to be advancing along the Sang- 
kang River (west-north-west of Peking), its objective being Tatung on the 
Peking-Kalgan Railway. 

On the Lunghai Railway the Shantung and Chihli forces were reported 
to have begun an offensive against Feng Yu-hsiang. 

October 17th.—The main Shansi forces, after heavy losses, were stated to 
have retired behind the mountainous eastern border, where they were await- 
ing the advance of the Ankuochun army by the Nantsetkwan Pass (where 
the railway enters the Province of Shansi). On the Kalgan front the Ankuo- 
chun were reported to be pressing forward, and it was expected that rail 
traffic between Kalgan and Peking would be resumed at any moment. 
Shantung and Chihli troops were reported to be advancing from Kweiteh, in 
Honan, eastward, towards Chengchow (junction of Peking-Hankow and 
Lunghai Railways). 

Feng Yu-hsiang was reported to be in retreat. 

October 18th.—70o Shansi prisoners arrived in Peking, which was the 
scene of much military activity, owing to the feared presence of plain-clothes 
raiders, hired bandits and professional communists whom the Shansi forces 
were suspected to have sent to create disturbances in the rear of the Ankuo- 

chun armies. 

October 21st.—The Shansi forces were stated to still hold a position on 
the plain near the Nantsetkwan Pass. They also held Tsaikowpu (twenty- 
five miles west of Kalgan). In the south small Shansi forces were reported 
to be still holding out at Chochow (forty miles south of Peking and behind 
the Ankuochun lines). The Ankuochun were understood to be awaiting 
the surrender of the city. 

The Shantung troops operating on the Lunghai Railway were reported to 
have won an action west of Kweiteh, and to be advancing towards Kaifeng. 

October 25th.—News was received from Peking that the main Shansi 
forces were occupying three principal passes in the west from the Paotingfu 
and Chengtingfu line. (Chengtingfu is on the Peking-Hankow railway 
about sixty miles south-west of Paotingfu and just north of Shihchiachwang). 
The Ankuochun were stated to be bringing up artillery in preparation for 
an assault. The mountainous nature of the country made the Ankuochun’s 
task a difficult one. 

Several Shansi propagandists were captured and executed in Peking. 

According to the Chinese press Tang Shen-chi and Wu Pei-fu were 
considering co-operating with the Ankuochun. 


The Salt Administration. 


October 17th.—H.M.S. “‘ Vindictive ’’ arrived at Chefoo (fifty miles west of 
Weihaiwei) to prevent a possible attack on the premises of the Hongkong 
and Shanghai Banking Corporation, in which was deposited the Salt Revenue. 
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The Shantung authorities had threatened to raid the Bank owing to the 
latter’s refusal to comply with their demands to hand the Revenue over on 
October 17th. For some time past the Shantung authorities had been 
receiving all the provincial salt revenue, except $60,000 monthly, which was 
set aside for the Salt Administration, and which, with the quota from Chihli 
was the only remaining income for the upkeep of the Administration and the 
service of the foreign loans. 


The Kuomintang. 
The Nanking Government. 


October 16th.—According to the Kuomin News Agency the Central Execu- 
tive and the Central Supervisory Committee of the Government addressed a 
joint telegram to Chiang Kai-shek, Wang Ching-wei, Hu Han-min and Wu 
Tze-hui urging them to return to Nanking and take up their posts as members 
of the Central Special Committee and carry on the work of the revolution. 

October 18th.—According to reports from Hankow a conference between 
Nanking and Hankow leaders decided to eliminate the Communists from the 
Nationalist Party, with a view to securing a greater measure of unity in 
conducting the campaign against the Ankuochun. 

October 21st.—The Nanking Government ordered a punitive expedition 
against Hankow, declaring Tang Seng-chi to be a traitor to the Nationalist 
cause. Nationalist territory thus became divided into three sections: 
Nanking, Hankow and Canton. Tang Seng-chi had been previously ordered 
to attack Chang Tso-lin and assist Yen Hsi-shan (of Shansi) but refused, 
but meanwhile Nanking threw 100,000 troops into Anhwei in an attempt to 
support Yen and Feng Yu-hsiang. This movement was described in Shang- 
hai as giving a new orientation to the situation, since Tang was expected 
to attack Feng, on the Lunghai Railway, thus relieving Sun Chuan-fang 
along the Tientsin-Pukow line from flank attacks. Feng, however, was 
reported to be retreating north-westward, leaving Yen in the lurch. 

October 24th—News reached London that Cheng Chien had been ap- 
pointed President of the Nationalist Military Council at Nanking (Cheng 
was the general in command of the Army Corps which was responsible for 
the outrages at Nanking in March, 1927.) 

October 25th.—News was received in London that H.M.S. “ Curlew ’’ was 
fired on forty-eight miles above Wuhu on the Yangtze but silenced the fire 
without receiving any casualties. (Wuhu is about fifty miles south of 
Nanking.) 

The Hankow Government. 

October 18th.—Reported Conference with Nanking leaders. (See The 
Kuomintang : The Nanking Governmeni.) 

October 21st.—Hostilities between Nanking and Hankow Governments. 
(See The Kuomintang : The Nanking Government.) 

October 23vd.—The Political Council of the Government announced the 
severance of all relations with Nanking. 


Canton. 

October 12th.—An official denial was published of the report that Li 
Chai-sum had fled, but it was stated that Chang Fat-kwai had disarmed some 
of Li Fu-klam’s troops. Li Fu-klam, a General of the Nationalist Army, 
was on garrison duty in Canton, and was regarded as a supporter of Li 
Chai-sum. 

In Hongkong harbour pirates held up the crew of a launch carrying 
£3,000 in gold bullion, beached the launch and made off with the money. 

The Chinese steamer ‘‘ Shingon ”’ was seized by pirates on the West River 
and sixty passengers kidnapped. 

October 13th.—News was received from Hongkong that the police had 
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arrested one of the pirates concerned in the theft of bullion from a launch 
on October 12th. 

October 14th.—According to reports from Hongkong the position of Li 
Chai-sum was being strengthened by the return to Canton of his troops, 
which had been scattered throughout the province. Canton newspapers 
published an apparently inspired statement to the effect that Chang Fat- 
kwai intended to evacuate the Canton area and return northwards. 

The extremist elements were stated to have reappeared in Canton since 
Chang Fat-kwai’s return. Li Chai-sum had appointed a special commission 
of seamen to re-organize the Seamen’s Union and eliminate the “‘ Red 
elements,’’ but after a mass meeting attended by 3,000 seamen the com- 
missioners were attacked and three were killed. 

October 18th.—Chang Fat-kwai’s troops surrounded Waichow (90 miles 
east of Canton) and disarmed the forces of Hu Chien, whose subordinates in 
Canton were simultaneously arrested. Hu Chien’s troops nominally formed 
part of the army of the Nanking leader, Chen Chien. 

October 19th.—It was stated from Hongkong that Chang Fat-kwai had 
finally decided to leave Canton to Li Chai-sum, and himself occupy Swatow, 
as previously arranged. This was stated to be the explanation of his coup 
at Waichow. 

At Canton, the police under Chang Fat-kwai’s orders raided the Seamen’s 
Union and arrested the extremist officials ; they also arrested many Commu- 
nists at the Hongkong strikers’ quarters. 

October 21st.—Pirates seized the S.S. “‘ Irene,’”’ belonging to the China 
Merchants’ Steam Navigation Company, which left Shanghai for Amoy on 
October 17th, carrying over 150 passengers. They ran her into Bias Bay, 
when submarine L.4 appeared and, opening fire, disabled the engines. Fire 
broke out and the pirates rushed for the boats, but several of them were 
captured and the L.4. succeeded in saving all the six European officers 
and nearly all the passengers and crew. 

October 23rd.—Revised figures from Hongkong showed that only foar- 
teen were missing from the S.S. “‘ Irene,’’ and that seven suspected pirates 
were in custody. 

October 24th.—Li Chai-sum was stated to have sent an expedition to the 
north, the objective of which was not known. It was believed in Hongkong, 
however, that the move was against Tang Sheng-chi, the Hankow Commander, 
who was said to be retreating southwards from Hankow. 


FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

October 15th.—The Far Eastern Section of the London Chamber of Com- 
merce decided to send a resolution to the Foreign Office in London urging 
upon the Government the undesirability of continuing negotiations for the 
modification of the status of Concessions or Treaty Ports under present con- 
ditions. 

October 16th.—It was stated in Shanghai that the Consuls in the interior 
had given permission for all men missionaries of the China Inland Mission 
to return to their stations, at their own risk, subject to the approval of the 
local Chinese officials. 

October 17th.—Despatch of H.M.S. “‘ Vindictive’’ to Chefoo. (See Salt 
Administration.) 


Czechslovakia. 

October 12th. 
France.) 

October 14th——M. Girsa was appointed first Czechoslovak Minister to 
Finland. 

Tsena Beg Kryezui, Albanian Minister in Belgrade and Prague, was shot 
dead in a hotel at Prague by an Albanian student named Agiv Iadh Bedi, 


Signature of Frontier Agreement with Poland, (See 
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who gave as his reason that the Minister desired to hand over Albania to 
Yugoslavia. 


Egypt. 


October 16th.—A writ was issued against Al Siassa, the official organ of 
the Liberal Constitutional Party, on a charge of having committed /ese majesté 
in a leading article, in which it dealt with alleged interference in Government 
matters, describing this as making the Constitution only a scrap of paper. 
It was stated that similar action was being considered against Al Balagh, 
the Wafd paper, in consequence of an article opposing the celebration of the 
anniversary of the King’s Accession. 


Finland. 

October 13th.—The police arrested two Russian émigrés who had previously 
been ordered to leave Finland because they had been found guilty of com- 
mitting terrorist acts in Russia. 

October 14th—Appointment of Czechoslovakian Minister to Finland. 
(See Czechoslovakia.) 


France. 

October 12th.—The Delimitation Commission for the Polish-Czechoslovak 
Frontier concluded its work in Paris, and the agreements fixing the frontier 
were signed. 

October 13th.—Appointment of successor to M. Rakovsky. (See U.S.S.R.) 

October 15th.—The French reply to the American Note, regarding the 
Tariff dispute, was handed to the American Chargé d’Affaires. 

October 16th.—M. Rakovsky left for Berlin. 

October 18th.—M. Poincaré presented a written statement to the Finance 
Committee of the Chamber, defining his attitude to the amendments to the 
Budget. In this he insisted that the Budget, as balanced, must be strictly 
adhered to, and said he could not approve any of the Committee’s alterations. 
He also insisted on the restoration of the taxes which the Committee had 
reduced, and concluded by announcing his intention of making any departure 
from his original proposals the subject of a vote of confidence in the Chamber. 

The trial began of Samuel Schwartzbart on the charge of having murdered 
General Simon Petlura, the former Hetman of the Ukraine, whom he believed 
to be responsible for the massacres of Jews which occurred in the Ukraine 
after the fall of Kerensky in 1918. 

The police arrested twenty Italian Communists in four Riviera towns, 
whom it was proposed to deport. Several of them had already been the 
object of expulsion decrees. 

October 19th.—By rejecting certain proposed amendments to the Budget, 
the Finance Committee accepted M. Poincaré’s view, as set out in his state- 
ment of the previous day. 

October 20th.—Report to the League on eight-hour day. (See League of 
Nations.) 

Kidnapping of French party. (See Morocco). 

October 24th.—The American reply to the last French Note, regarding the 
Customs Tariff, was received in Paris. Its general purport was said to be a 
request that for the time being favourable rates should be given to certain 
classes of American goods imported into France without prejudice to any- 
thing that might be arranged as the result of the proposed negotiations. 

October 25th.—The Council of the International Chamber of Commerce, 
in session in Paris, appointed a Central Committee on Trade Barriers on 
which Great Britain was represented by Sir Arthur Balfour. 


Germany. 
October 13th.—At a meeting of the People’s Party in Essen, Herr Luther, 
former German Chancellor, discussed the subject of German foreign borrow- 
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ing and the future of the Dawes Scheme. He said that three things were 
necessary to achieve improvement in economic conditions, namely (1) the 
reduction of debt ; (2) the opening up of new trade markets ; and (3) a trade 
and industrial policy at home which would conduce to saving. Referring to 
foreign policy, Herr Luther stated that Germany should keep disarmament 
permanently in the forefront of politics. Germany’s great peace policy, he 
continued, was founded on the presumption that she knew herself to be free 
from that alleged guilt which the Treaty of Versailles had tried to foist upon 
her. 

New proposals for the revision of the principles to be followed in the 
consideration of the foreign loan projects of Federal States and public bodies 
were published. The main alteration in the guiding principles was to the 
effect that in future the general economic and currency situation should be 
taken more fully into consideration as compared with the question of mere 
“ productivity.” 

October 16th.—Notices to cease work were issued to over 60,000 workers 
in the textile industry in the Munchen-Gladbach and Rheydt districts, owing 
to a dispute as to the wage tariff. The notices were due to expire on October 
29th. 

The High Court of Leipzig condemned to heavy terms of imprisonment 
Peter Stahl, editor of the Sozialistiche Republik and Hamburger Volkeszeitung 
for having published articles inciting the workers to disloyalty towards the 
Republican régime. 

October 17th.—45,000 men in the Central German area and 27,000 in the 
East Elbe area of the German brown coal industry came out on strike. This 
followed on the refusal by the employers of a Miners’ Union demand for 
wage increases amounting to 15 per cent. An attempt was made to settle 
the matter by arbitration, but the Union leaders announced on October 
15th that they would accept no compromise. 

October 18th.—The Reichstag reassembled. Herr Brauns, the Minister of 
Labour, announced that his department was seeking to bring the two sides 
in the coal dispute together. It was stated in Berlin that representatives 
of both the employers and the men had signified their readiness to appear 
before the arbitrator on October 20th. Meanwhile, the Strike Committee 
was reported to be making every effort to prevent the strike from taking on 
a political aspect. It was said to be admitted by the employers and even 
by the extreme Nationalist Press that the miners’ claim for an increase in 
wages was reasonable. A few cases of intimidation were reported, but 
generally speaking quiet prevailed in the coal areas concerned. 

The Reichstag ratified the Anglo-German Air Traffic Agreement, the 
Italo-German Air Traffic Agreement, and the Franco-German Agreement 
regarding frontier regulations. 

October 20th.—Representatives of the employers and miners met at the 
Ministry of Labour in Berlin before the official Arbitrator. The miners 
returned to their original demand for a wage increase of about 15 per cent. 
The employers insisted that no increase was possible without an increase 
in the price of brown coal, which the Government refused to sanction. 

October 21st.—The Arbitrator issued an award granting the miners a 
wage increase of approximately 11} percent. A time limit expiring at 4 p.m. 
on October 22nd was imposed for the acceptation of the award. 

The Ruhr miners’ application for an increase of wages was refused by 
the employers. 

October 22nd.—The Miners’ Delegates Conference accepted the Arbitrators’ 
award by 381 votes to 36. The owners rejected it, knowing that it was 
certain to be declared binding. 

A communiqué was issued in Berlin stating that the Agent-General for 
Reparations had addressed to the Minister of Finance an exposé of his views 
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on German public finance and credit policy. It was understood that the 
Agent-General’s observations had no particular reference to the financing 
of certain measures before the Reichstag—the Officials’ Pay, Colonial Com- 
pensation and Education Bills. 

October 23vd.—The Arbitrator’s award was declared binding by the 


Ministry of Labour. 
October 24th.—Work was resumed in the brown coalfields. 


Great Britain. 

October 15th.—The Women’s International League announced that it had 
decided to send a delegation of three women to China on a mission of friend- 
ship and goodwill on behalf of women of the West to the women of China. 
The delegation would leave Marseilles on October 28th and would consist 
of 1 English, 1 French, and 1 American woman. 

Communication by Far Eastern Chamber of Commerce to Foreign Office 
ve Concessions. (See China: Foreign Relations.) 

October 17th.—General Ratus-Zenkavicius opened negotiations in London 
for the settlement of the Lithuanian debt to Great Britain incurred in 1919 
and 1920 during the hostilities with Soviet Russia. 

October 20th.—King Feisal of Iraq arrived in London. 

October 21st.—Trial of alleged British spies. (See U.S.S.R.) 


Greece. 

October 21st.—The Government decided to maintain a civic armed force 
in the colonies of Greek refugees near the Macedonian frontier to assist the 
regular frontier guards in cases of attacks by Komitajis. The latter arranged 
to co-operate with the Yugoslav frontier guards for the same purpose. 


The Hejaz. 
October 14th.—Announcement of opening of second steamer service from 
U.S.S.R. to Jeddah. (See U.S.S.R.) 


Hungary. 

October 17th.—The trial began at Budapest of the former Commissar 
Szanto and sixty-five other prisoners on a charge of attempting to overthrow 
the existing régime by means of a revolution instigated by the Third Inter- 
national in Moscow. 

October 18th.—Parliament reassembled. 

October 19th.—In a speech at Budapest before the Party of National 
Unity, Count Bethlen, the Prime Minister, stated that though the clauses of 
the Treaty of Trianon had not always been considered sacrosant and inviol- 
able, the Government was not prepared to raise the question of the revision 
of the Treaty before the League of Nations. With regard to the Numerus 
Clausus Law of 1920 he stated that the Government wished to “ eliminate 
points that had created great mistrust and aroused the antipathy of sections 
of Hungarian citizens.’’ It was understood that the Government intended 
to remove the legal disability preventing Jews from obtaining University 
degrees and taking up professional careers. 


[NotE.—The Numerus Clausus Act of 1920 limited the number of Hun- 
garian Nationals belonging to non-Magyar racial minorities who were allowed 
to attend the Universities, Polytechnics, Law academies and the University 
of Economic Science in Buda-Pesth, and also confined them to those whose 
“national and moral’”’ loyalty to Hungary was beyond suspicion. 

The law did not mention the Jews by name, but the latter maintained 
that its object was to impose educational disabilities on them, owing to their 
being overwhelmingly an urban middle class. They also claimed that the 
law constituted a direct infraction of Articles 56, 57 and 58 of the Treaty of 
Peace with Hungary, signed at Trianon on June 4th, 1920. 
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In November, 1921, the Jewish Minority in Hungary addressed an appeal 
against this law to the League of Nations. 

At its meeting on December 12th, 1925, the Council of the League decided 
to accept the Hungarian representative’s assurance that his Government 
regarded the Act as an exceptional and temporary measure necessitated by 
an abnormal social situation, and had decided to amend it directly the 
situation changed. The Council, therefore, decided not to touch on the 
question of law and to take no action in the matter at the moment, but 
simply to take note of the Hungarian Government’s statement and await 
the amendment of the law in the near future.]} 


Iraq. 
October 20th.—The King in London. (See Great Britain.) 


Italy. 

October 13th.—A further article was published by the Osservatore Romano 
in continuation of the one which appeared on September 20th. (See BULLETIN 
of 1st October, page 15) setting forth for the first time what were, according 
to the Vatican, the concessions which the Italian Government ought to 
make to reach a pacification with the Holy See. It was necessary, said the 
newspaper, for the Vatican to have temporal power in order that its indepen- 
dence might be obvious to the whole world. It therefore suggested that the 
Italian Government should form a new Papal State, ‘‘ however tiny,’’ over 
which the Holy See would hold undisputed sway. Italy, continued the 
article, was morally bound to restore this State to the Holy See, which did 
not expect the Roman question to be settled by foreign intervention, but 
by the sense of uprightness and justice of the Italian people. 

The article was unsigned, which was interpreted as an indication that it 
was written by some responsible official in the Vatican, as the previous articles 
on the same subject had always appeared over the initials of the Editor. 

October 16th.—A great impression was reported to have been made through- 
out Italy by the appearance of the articles mentioned under date of October 
13th in the Osservatore Romano, and it was understood that the “ peace 
conditions ’’ laid down therein were the maximum of territorial concessions 
which the Holy See could offer, and that no concession at all could be made 
on matters of principle. 

October 17th.—The first Bulletin appeared of the newly formed National 
Syndicate of Italian Journalists. In this the Syndicate stated that it “ is 
and will be even more in future, a political instrument at the service of the 
Duce and of the Fascist Party.” 

October 18th.—An article was published in the Popolo d'Italia over the 
signature of Arnaldo Mussolini, brother of the Premier, replying to the 
articles in the Osservatore Romano. It conveyed the impression that con- 
ciliation was desired by the Duce and that its realisation, though anything 
but easy, was not impossible. The writer believed that Italy should accord 
to the Vatican the ownership of the apostolic palaces instead of their simple 
use, as decreed by the Law of the Guarantees of 1871. 

Arrest of Italian Communists in France. (See France.) 

October 20th.—The final official view of the Vatican question appeared in 
the Order Sheet of the Fascist Party. According to this the solution of the 
Roman question was regarded as ‘‘ arduous but not impossible to find.” 
The Order Sheet based this conclusion on the understanding that the Vatican 
regarded the Roman question as purely a matter between itself and the 
Italian Government. . 

October 23rd.—According to the Corriere della Sera, the official Order Sheet 
of the Fascist Party had not changed the situation regarding the Holy See, 
and there was not in sight anything which would be likely to lead to a 
solution. 
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October 24th.—It was announced in Rome that Osman Mahmud, former 
Sultan of the Mijertins (the northern district of Italian Somaliland), had 
surrendered unconditionally. The district of Nogal (south of Mijertin), was 
also occupied by Italian forces. 

Appeal from Lithuanian priests. (See Lithuania.) 

Japan. 

October 22nd.—A mission headed by M. Fusanosuke Kuhara and including 
several Foreign Office officials left for Russia to study economic conditions 
with a view to opening negotiations for a Commercial Treaty. 

October 24th.—The Privy Council approved the Commercial Treaty with 
Germany. 

Latvia. 

October 14th.—The police arrested twenty-three persons belonging to an 
organization with many branches which the Ogpu established in Latvia for 
securing military information. The majority of the members were stated 
to be Latvian citizens in the pay of the U.S.S.R., and the persons arrested 
belonged to the frontier troops and the railways. 

League of Nations. 

October 14th.—The Mixed Committee appointed to study the means of 
suppressing the counterfeit of the currency completed its work. In a draft 
convention it laid down that political motives should in no case permit 
offences against its provisions to be deemed political offences. 

The Governing Body of the International Labour Office concluded its 
session at Berlin. It decided that the question of forced labour should be 
placed upon the Agenda of the International Labour Conference in 1929. 
The Governing Body established a Native Labour Section and created a 
Committee of Experts on native labour. 

October 17th.—The Diplomatic Conference convened by the League to 
draw up a Convention for the Abolition of Import and Export Restrictions 
opened. Thirty-three States were represented, including two non-members 
of the League, the U.S.A. and Egypt. The Soviet Government was not 


represented. 
October 18th.—Lithuania’s appeal to the League against Poland. (See 


Lithuania.) 

October 19th.—The Secretary-General published the text of the Lithuanian 
Government’s appeal to the Council for the restoration of a legal position in 
the Vilna and Grodno districts. The question was placed by the Secretary- 
General on the provisional agenda of the next session. 

October 20th.—The International Labour Office published a summary of 
reports issued by the French Ministry of Labour, with regard to the working 
of the eight-hour day. According to these, investigation proved that in 
many industries a higher output was attained than under the ten-hour 


system. 
League proposal to be represented at annual International Railway 


Conference adopted. (See Notices.) 

October 24th.—The Permanent Mandates Commission opened its Twelfth 
Session under the Chairmanship of the Marquis Theodoli. A German member, 
Herr Kastl, was present for the first time. 

At the Conference on the Abolition of Import and Export Prohibitions 
and Restrictions, the French delegate drew attention to the fact that two 
conceptions of the scope of the Conference’s work had emerged from the 
discussion ; according to the first of these the delegates were seeking a 
“tight ’’ convention, allowing a minimum number of exceptions under 
Articles 4 and 5, while according to the other, they were making an effort 
to produce a convention which should be capable of attracting the largest 
possible number of adherents. 
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It was decided to refer to a legal committee for examination, the question 
as to whether a State which did not sign the Convention would automatically 
receive its benefits free from obligation on its own part by virtue of any 
bilateral treaty (providing for most-favoured-nation treatment), it might 
have concluded with a State which had signed the Convention. 

After six days’ discussion, during which wide divergencies of view were 
brought to light regarding Clauses 4 and 5 of the Draft Convention, a Com- 
mittee was appointed to deal with the numerous amendments suggested. 
This consisted of representatives of Great Britain, France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan, Denmark, Poland, the U.S.A., Yugoslavia and Finland, who were 
to call in consultation other delegates representing the Economic Committee 
of the League and the International Chamber of Commerce. 

October 25th.—The Permanent Mandates Commission began its examina- 
tion of the British Government report concerning Iraq. 

It was announced that the Preparatory Commission of the Disarmament 
Conference would open its 4th Session on November 3oth. 


Lithuania. 

October 16th.—The Government published a scheme for a new Constitution, 
under which the President would be invested with far greater authority than 
hitherto. The scheme also provided for the reduction in number and “ pro- 
fessionalising ’’ of members of the Diet. The scheme was to be submitted 
to a referendum at an early date. 

October 17th.—Negotiations for settlement of debt to Great Britain. 
(See Great Britain.) 

October 18th.—The Government sent to the Secretariat of the League of 
Nations a request that the Council of the League should intervene in respect 
to a number of alleged acts by the Polish Government of a character calculated 
to disturb world peace. 

October 19th.—Publication of text of appeal of October 18th to the League. 
(See League of Nations.) 

October 24th.—The Lithuanian priests expelled from the Vilna region on 
October 14th appealed to the Pope for his protection, in order that they 
might be able to carry on their duties. 


Mexico. 

October 11th.—The Mexican War Department announced that the insur- 
gent forces at Boquilla, in Michoacan, had sustained a crushing defeat. 
Their three generals, Garca, Donato, and Pedrajo, had been killed. 

October 17th.—A semi-official report reached New York from Mexico City 
to the effect that rebel elements under General Gomez, General Hector 
Almada and other leaders, suffered a reverse when attempting to seize the 
town of Huatusco, in the State of Vera Cruz. 

October 19th.—According to a report from Texas, rebels looted a train 
south of San Luis Potosi, after bombing it and killing six persons and injuring 
ten. The U.S.A. Government was informed by their Consul at Mazatian 
that Mexican bandits had captured Mr. Mitchell, manager of the Amajac 
Mining Corporation (a British subject), in the inland district of Nayarit, and 
held him for a ransom of 5,000 pesos (£500). The bandits were also reported 
to have seized a pay roll of 2,000 pesos and killed four soldiers of its military 
escort. 

October 21st.—A statement regarding the rebellion in Mexico was made 
at San Antonio, Texas, by a representative of the Mexico newspaper Excel- 
sioyv. According to this, General Serrano and thirteen of his companions 
were murdered by .Federal troops and not court-martialled and shot, as was 
reported on October 4th (BULLETIN of October 15th, page 14.). Hundreds of 
civilians in and round Mexico and thousands throughout the Republic had 
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been executed without any opportunity of defence. The whole country 
was described as panic stricken, and members of the Federal Congress had 
been executed in violation of the immunity they enjoyed under the Federal 
constitution. 

October 22nd.—According to the Mexico City newspapers, Mr. Mitchell 
had been released by the bandits, but no confirmation of this had been 
received. 

October 23vd.—General Gomez was reported to have found refuge in 
Guatemala. A report from New Orleans stated that the General had pub- 
lished in the New Orleans States a message to the United States in which the 
Calles régime was described as “‘ a reign of terror which had for its victims 
unarmed political leaders and civilian voters.”’ It repeated the charge made 
by the representative of the Excelsior on October 21st. 

October 24th.—According to Government reports, General Gomez’ troops 
were dislodged by Federal forces from their position at Laperla in Vera Cruz. 

October 25th.—Official confirmation was received in Washington of the 
release of Mr. Mitchell. It was understood that the mining company had 


paid the ransom demanded. 


Morocco. 

October 20ith.—M. Yves Steeg (nephew of the Resident-General), M. Maillet 
and two ladies were kidnapped when on a shooting expedition near Kasba 
Tadla, about 100 miles inland from Casablanca. 

October 23vd.—Reports were received in Paris that the kidnapped party 
were being held for ransom in the Middle Atlas Mountains. 

October 24th.—It was reported from Tangier that the French victims of 
the outrage near Kasba Tadla were alive and well, and were being held for 
ransom. According to reports from Casablanca, a party under a leader of 
the Beni Mellal tribe, had reached Attab among the Ait Mohaud tribes, 
where they found the captives and opened negotiations for their ransom. 

A French patrol proceeding from Tauarda to Atui was ambushed and 
three of its number killed. These two posts are to the east of Azilal on the 
edge of the settled zone, in the direction of the Atlas Mountains. 


Nicaragua. 
October 13th and 14th.—Fight with U.S. Marine guard. (See U.S.A.) 
October 20th.—Despatch of U.S.A. marines and bluejackets. (See U.S.A.) 
October 21st.—Government newspapers reported that the insurrection was 
spreading in the north-west of the country. The former Liberal Generals, 
Sandino and Salgado, were said to hold the greater part of three Departments 
in the mountainous districts of the north. 


Norway. 

October 17th.—Polling for the General Elections took place. 

October 20th.—The result of the elections was declared. The Labour 
Party gained 24 seats, while the Conservative and Liberal Coalition lost 
21 seats. The Communist lost 3 seats, and the new Storting of 150 members 
included only 3 Moscow Communists. The Labour Party therefore held 
58 seats, the Conservatives and Liberals 32, the Radical Party 29, and the 


Agrarian Party 26 seats. 


Palestine. 

October 12th.—Attacks by Beduins were made on border villages in the 
north, in the Lake Huleh District of Galilee. One policeman was wounded. 

October 13th.—The Ordinance covering the Rutenberg Concession for 
supplying water to Jerusalem was formally promulgated. 

October 19th.—The Government published a Draft Education Ordinance, 
the purpose of which was to increase its control over all types of local schools. 
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Persia. 

October 16th.—The Shah cut the sod of a new railway, crossing Persia 
from the Caspian to the Persian Gulf. 

October 22nd.—The Mejlis ratified the Caspian Fisheries Treaty with the 
U.S.S.R. It also passed the new Customs Tariff. 


Poland. 

October 12th.—Signature of Frontier Agreement with Czechoslovakia. 
(See France.) 

October 18th.—Lithuania’s appeal to the League against Poland. (See 
Lithuania.) 


Reparations. 
October 22nd.—Agent-General’s memorandum to the German Minister of 
Finance. (See Germany.) 


Rumania. 

October 15th.—Prince Nicholas opened the first session of the new Parlia- 
ment. The National Peasant Party did not attend. 

October 17th.—It was stated in Bucharest that the National Peasant 
Party had decided to attend the sessions of Parliament and take part in the 
debates. 

October 23vd.—M. Manoilescu, Secretary of Finances under General 
Averescu’s Government, was arrested on the frontier on his way back from 
Paris charged with “ seeking to act as the liaison agent of persons who intend 
to disturb the constitutional order.”’ 

October 25th.—The Cabinet issued a statement to the effect that ex-Prince 
Carol had attempted to send an invitation to the heads of the various parties, 
including the Prime Minister, with the object of inducing the Rumanian 
people to give their decision upon the question of his recall to the throne’ 
Such an act was a direct attack on constitutional order and M. Manoilescu, 
the agent through whom the letter was sent, had accordingly been arrested. 
The statement added that the reports which had appeared in foreign 
newspapers regarding a Carlist movement in Rumania were without 
foundation. 


Spain. 

October 18th.—A general strike was declared in the mining area of the 
Asturias. Difficulty arose in the coalfields owing to the impossibility Spanish 
mineowners found of competing with low-priced British coal. Attempts had 
been made by the Government to encourage the consumption of Spanish 
coal by making its use obligatory on the railways, etc. The workmen had 
also been enjoined to work longer hours and accept lower wages, but on the 
latter point agreement could not be reached. 

October 19th.—The Government accepted the formula of the Asturias 
miners for the settling of the strike ; this proposed a much greater output. 

October 23vd.—As the result of a ballot the coalminers of the Asturias 
decided by a large majority to return to work on October 24th. 


Sweden. 

October 24th.—Details were published of the new agreement between 
Sweden and the U.S.S.R., completing the Trade Treaty concluded in March, 
1924. The agreement was signed in Moscow on October 8th, and regulated 
the status of the Soviet Trade Delegation in Sweden, limiting the immunity 
its members enjoy through their attachment to the Soviet Legation. 


Turkey. 

October 15th.—The Congress of the Popular Party opened at Angora, 
when Mustapha Pasha Kemal began the reading of his historical statement 
outlining the development of the Nationalist movement. 
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October 20th.—Kemal Pasha concluded his speech, which lasted six days. 
The Authorities in Constantinople closed the headquarters and five 
branches of the ‘‘ Workers’ Organization.” 


October 24th.—The Ellerman steamer ‘“ Destro’’ was arrested at Con- 
stantinople by order of the Turkish C@urt. It was understood that this 
action was taken in order that a sum of money, owed by Albert Landi 
(owner of a salvage steamer) to Charles Landi (owner of the steamer “ Faler- 
nian ’’) should be paid out of the 200,000 Turkish liras (£21,000) awarded by 
the Turkish Courts for the salvage of the late Ellerman steamer “‘ Falernian.”’ 


U.S.A. 

October 13th.—News was received in Washington that four members of a 
guard, commanded by U.S. Marine officers, and between thirty-five and fifty 
bandits were killed during a fight at Quilali, Nicaragua, while the guard was 
searching for two missing Marine Corps airmen. 


October 14th.—The two missing Marine airmen were stated to be prisoners 
in the hands of Nicaraguan bands. Searches by air patrols had so far been 


fruitless. 
October 15th.—French reply to U.S.A. Note of October 11th. (See France.) 


October 19th.—The Industrial Workers of the World (a Communist organi- 
zation hostile to trades unions which are affiliated with the American Federa- 
tion of Labour) was stated to be responsible for the coming out on strike of 
4,000 miners in the Colorado coalfields. The strike was ostensibly to support 
a demand for the payment of the Jacksonville scale of wages, but actually 
was stated to be directed as much against the United Mine Workers’ Union 
as against the mineowners. 

October 20th.—The Navy Department decided to send two aeroplanes and 
two detachments of marines and bluejackets to Corinto (Nicaragua). It was 
announced that further detachments would be sent from time to time owing 
to the action of the bandits on October 13th and 14th. 


October 24th.—American Note ve Customs Tariff dispute. (See France.) 


U.S.S.R. 

October 13th.—It was announced that the Soviet Government had decided 
to recall M. Rakovsky from Paris and to replace him by M. Dovgalevsky, 
Ambassador in Tokio. 

According to news from Riga the warfare between the rival groups in 
the Communist Party had entered a new phase, and Trotsky’s defiance of 
the Control Commission a fortnight previously was the signal for open de- 
fiance everywhere. In Leningrad and Rostoff and in many places in Armenia. 
Siberia and the Caucasus numerous groups were stated to have been expelled 
from the Party because they refused to recant. In Leningrad the disciplinary 
commission announced the expulsion of a group of thirty-seven, who were 
accused of collecting signatures for the opposition programme intending, 
when the list was complete, to hand the Party an ultimatum. 

At the Trade Union Conference which opened in Moscow on October 12th, 
Bukharin announced the intention of the Party to introduce a new “ eco- 
nomic manceuvre.”’ Private traders in the towns and the well-to-do peasants 
in the villages had obtained a considerable degree of prosperity under the 
New Economic Policy, but now the Soviet must abandon defensive tactics 
and “ restart a general advance against private capital.’’ Bukharin added 
that it was intended to utilize the poorest and medium-poor peasantry to 
crush the new bourgeoisie, the well-to-do peasants, and private traders 
everywhere. 
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October 14th.—It was reported that the Soviet Government intended 
starting a second steamship line between Odessa, Alexandria and Arabian 
ports, and the first steamer of the new line was stated to be leaving for Jeddah 
at an early date with a cargo of sugar and tea. 

Arrest in Latvia of secret agents of the U.S.S.R. (See Latvia.) 

M. Voroshiloff, Commissar for War, was reported to have made a speech 
in which he drew attention to the important part which would be played by 
women in the Red Army in the next war. Eight women had just passed 
through the General Staff Academy, and there were seventy-two commis- 
sioned women officers or commanders in the army. 

October 15th.—The celebration of the tenth anniversary of the Bolshevik 
Revolution began with the opening of the Tsik, or Red Parliament, at Lenin- 
grad. A long manifesto to the workmen and peasants of the U.S.S.R. was 
read, outlining the achievements of the ten years’ régime, and declaring the 
institution of a seven-hour working day in Soviet factories, and the abolition 
of the death penalty. It was added, however, that the introduction of the 
seven-hour day would not begin until the autumn of 1928, and would then 
depend on the rate of technical improvement in the factories and the output 
of the workers. The death penalty also would remain in force for political 
and military offences, as well as for acts of banditry and for anti-Soviet 
activity generally. 

October 16th.—Departure of M. Rakovsky. (See France.) 

October 17th.—The Ogpu announced the discovery of ‘‘ a number of espion- 
age organizations and groups connected with the British Diplomatic Mission 
in Moscow.”’ It was stated that several well-known Russians had been 
arrested, who were alleged to have maintained relations with the British 
commercial attaché, Mr. Charnock. 

Further expulsions of heretics from the Communist Party took place at 
Tiflis and other places. 

October 18th.—Trial of murderer of General Simon Petlura. (See France.) 


October 20th.—The “ jubilee ’’ session of the Tsik closed. The debates 
were described as entirely eulogistic and without interest. 

October 21st.—Departure of Japanese Commercial Mission for Moscow. 
(See Japan.) 

The trial opened in Moscow of a batch of alleged ‘‘ British Spies.’’ Two 
of the accused attempted to implicate Mr. Charnock, Secretary of the “‘ British 
Mission.” 

October 22nd.—Ratification of Caspian Fisheries Treaty. (See Persia.) 

October 237d.—The Disciplinary Committees of the Russian Communist 
Party expelled Trotsky and Zinovieff from the Central Committee of the 
Party for ridiculing the “ historic manifesto’’ issued by the Tsik on 
October 15th. 

October 24th.—The trial of the alleged ‘‘ British spies ’’ concluded. Three 
of them were sentenced to death and two to terms of imprisonment. 

Trade Agreement with Sweden published. (See Sweden.) 

October 25th.—Two sailors were sentenced to eighteen and six months’ 
imprisonment respectively for killing three persons on board the Egyptian 
steamer “ Inkerman.”” (Vide BULLETIN No. 6 of September 17th, page 20.) 
The Court found that the accused (who were members of the crew) “ lawfully 
desired to capture the ship and proceed to a country which did not exploit 
workmen,” and instructed the Captain to steer for Odessa but met with 
resistance, whereupon they shot the mate, a stoker and an engineer. The 
Soviet Prize Court had previously fined the Egyptian company which owned 
the ‘“ Inkerman”’ {1,200 as compensation for ‘‘ expenses ’’ connected with 
the confiscation of the ship. The Egyptians had appealed to the German 
Government to intercede but without success. 
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Yugoslavia. 

October 17th.—According to a report from Belgrade, four Komitajis who 
were supposed to have crossed the Yugoslav frontier between Suvodol and 
Mali Izvor, approached the powder magazines at Zayetchar with the ap- 
parent intention of blowing them up. When challenged the Komitajis 
opened fire and wounded a Yugoslav sentry and then escaped towards the 


Bulgarian frontier. 
October 21st.—Komitajis tried to blow up the Yugoslav magazines at 
Pozharevatz but were driven off by the sentries. 


IV.—LEAGUE OF NATIONS NOTES. 


TRADE BARRIERS CONFERENCE. 

On October 17th the Conference on Import and Export Prohibitions and Restric- 
tions opened at Geneva. Between thirty and forty nations were present, including 
the United States and Egypt. The delegates were all plenipotentiaries with powers 
not only to adopt but to sign a Convention on the lines laid down by the World 


Economic Conference. 


THE MANDATES COMMISSION. 

On October 24th, the Permanent Mandates Commission met at Geneva. Chief 
interest centred round the report for Samoa, and considerable discussion was antici- 
pated regarding the unrest in that territory. Sir James Parr, the High Commissioner 
for New Zealand and Sir Ormesby-Gore attended the meetings of the Commission. 


LORD CECIL AND DISARMAMENT. 

Viscount Cecil of Chelwood has opened his campaign in favour of disarmament 
in this country. At the special meeting of the General Council of the League of 
Nations Union, on October 21st, he made his first public pronouncement since his 
resignation from the Cabinet last August. In the course of a striking speech, he 
drew attention to the urgency of the problem from the point of view of the British 
Empire. 

Lord Cecil moved a five-fold resolution which was enthusiastically adopted 
by the General Council of the Union. This urges the Government : 


(1) To give effective support to the work of the League’s Preparatory Com- 
mission on Disarmament and the new sub-Commission on Arbitration 
and Security proposed by the Eighth Assembly ; 


(2) To promote the peaceful settlement of all international disputes by every 
means in its power, and with this object immediately— 


(a) To sign the Optional Clause with any reservations that may be 
necessary to provide for the special position of this country ; 


(b) To announce its willingness to negotiate all-inclusive arbitration 
agreements with any civilised nations, on a model to be estab- 
lished by the League of Nations ; 


(3) To co-operate whole-heartedly in carrying into effect the proposal of 
the Eighth Assembly that there should be systematic preparation of the 
machinery to be employed by the organs of the League of Nations with 
a view to enabling the members of the League to perform their obligations 
under the Covenant. 


(4) In view of the declaration of the Assembly that the principal condition 
of success in the work of Disarmament is that every State should be 
sure of not having to provide unaided for its security by means of its 
own armaments, but should be able to rely also on the organized collective 
action of the League of Nations, to consider what steps should be taken 
in pursuance of this declaration in order effectively to bring about such 
a reduction of national armaments as will remove the menace of war. 


(5) To continue to support and enhance the prestige of the League so that 
it may increasingly be recognized as the normal authority for dealing 
with serious international difficulties. 
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THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE AT WORK. 
On the invitation of the German Government, the Governing Body of the 
International Labour Office met in Berlin from October 1oth—13th. The British 
representatives were Mr. Humbert Wolfe, Principal Assistant-Secretary, Ministry 
of Labour (Government), Mr. J. B. Forbes Watson, Director of the National Con- 
federation of Employers’ Organizations (Employers), and Mr. E. L. Poulton, Sec- 
retary of the National Union of Boot and Shoe Operatives (Workers). A proposal 
to put the question of “‘ forced labour”’ on the agenda of next year’s International 
Labour Conference was defeated but it was decided to place it on the agenda of 
the 1929 Session. Receptions were given by President Hindenburg and by the 
Mayor of Berlin in honour of the visit of the Governing Body 
By the courtesy of the League en Nations Union. 


V.—NOTICES. 


1. The Reparation Commission held a meeting on October 15th, under the 
Chairmanship of M. Chapsal. It renewed the mandate of its Secretary-General, 
Mr. Sydney A. Armitage-Smith, C.B.; listened to a report by M. Leverve, Com- 
missioner for German Railways; and considered various programmes for public 
works and contracts for deliveries in kind. It further settled various questions 
relating to the stamping of the issue of new coupons for bonds of the Austro- 
Hungarian pre-war secured and unsecured debt. 

2. The International European Railway Conference opened at Prague on 
October 16th. At the instance of the League of Nations, the Swiss delegate pro- 
posed that, in future, a delegate of the League should be admitted to the Conference, 
in order to ensure transport communications between Geneva and other countries 
in times of crisis. A resolution to that effect was passed unanimously. 

3. The Congress of the Fédération Internationale des Unions Intellectuelles, 
which was held at Frankfurt, closed with a banquet on October 22nd, at which 
Lord Birkenhead spoke on behalf of Great Britain. He described the Fédération 
as ‘a kindjof intellectual League of Nations.’’” The Prince de Rohan proposed 
the healthfofjthe foreign delegates, who represented 12 nations. 

4. The Fourth International Congress on Aerial Navigation opened in Rome. 
Fifty nations were represented. 


VI.—FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 





1927. 
Nov. , 1st. *Final Conference on the Interchange of Public Health 
Officers in Germany .. Geneva. 
es 2nd. *Governing Body of the International Institute for In- 
tellectual Co-operation .. Paris. 
i 3rd. *International Continuation Course in Public Health .. London. 
os 7th. Central Commission for Rhine Navigation ‘ Strasbourg. 
ab 7th. Committee of Management of the International Railway 
Union - és - .. Paris. 
»  tioth. *Permanent Committee on Road Traffic se Geneva. 
» 5th. *Special Body of amie on Traffic in Wonton and 
Children .. a Geneva. 
», 21st. *Committee of Experts on ’ Bills of Exchange - .. Geneva. 
» 29th. *Financial Committee aa Geneva. 
» 30th. *Fourth Session of the Pre _paratory Commission of the 
Disarmament Conference ‘ .. Geneva. 
Dec. 5th. Far Eastern Association of Tropical Medicine .. Calcutta. 
»  5§th *Forty-Eighth Session of the Council .. ‘ .. Geneva. 
* ? *Committee of Experts on Scientific Property ; Paris. 
~ ? *Advisory Committee of the Eastern Bureau of the 


Health Organization Singapore. 





Jan. |: *Supervisory Committee .. ee -. Geneva. 
oe 2nd. *Exchange of Public Health Officers i in India - -» Delhi. 
» 16th. Sixth Meeting of the Pan-American Conference . ; Havana. 


» 16th. International Committee of Experts on the Protection 
of the Civil Population against Gas Warfare -- Brussels. 
* League of Nations. 
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